Koshi Barrage area comprises of a large reservoir, marshlands channels, floodplain, reed beds etc. which support fascinating birdlife. The present paper deals with the studies of wetland birds diversity of the Koshi Barrage area. Altogether 98 species of wetland birds belonging to 60 genera and 18 families were recorded.
Introduction
Koshi Barrage was constructed in between 1958 and 1962 across Nepal's largest river, the Sapta Koshi. The catchment area of the Sapta Koshi river is drained by seven major rivers, namely the Indrawati, Bhote Koshi , Tama Koshi , Dudh Koshi , Liku , Arun and Tamor. The Koshi Barrage was constructed by Indian government to control floods and to irrigate fields. It is located seven kilometers south of the Koshi Tappu Wildlife Reserve close to the Indo -Nepal border. Before the construction of Barrage, the Koshi River was referred to as the "Sorrow of Bihar", in India, because the Koshi River used to change its direction frequently depositing huge quantities of silt, and displacing and drowning many people every year. A reservoir has been formed over a large area near the Koshi Barrage, and the pits created after the construction of the Barrage and the embankment has provided a good habitat for residential and migratory birds. A total of 841 species of birds have been recorded in Nepal (Inskipp and Inskipp, 1991) . As many as 193 species are dependent on wetlands, and among them 187 species are dependent on the terai wetlands of Nepal (Bhandari, 1998) . The birds of this area have been studied by many ornithologists and naturalists (Inskipp and Inskipp, 1985; Heinen, 1986 Heinen, , 1987 Scott, 1989; Suwal, 1993; Baral, 2000) .
Materials and methods
The population of birds was estimated from July 2002 -June 2004, every month at a regular interval simply by direct counting method. Binocular and Zoom camera were used during the study period. For identification of birds, books of Ali and Ripley (1986) , Ali (1989) , Ali (1990) , Inskipp and Inskipp (1991) , Fleming et al. (2000) and Shrestha (2000) were consulted. 
Results and discussion

